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592 BOOK REVIEWS. 

Negligence of Imposed Duties: Carriers of Passengers. By- 
Charles A. Ray, LL.D., Ex-Justice of Supreme Court of Indiana. 
Rochester, N. Y. : The Lawyers' Co-operative Publishing Company,. 
1893. 

This work is a very valuable addition to that class of text-books- 
which we may call " digest text-books." In fact, it is one of the best 
examples we have received. When we say a " digest text-book " we mean 
one which consists in a digest of the syllabi of cases on a particular sub- 
ject, so arranged and connected as to combine the features of. an ordinary 
digest with the logical arrangement of a work dealing with legal principles- 

With scientific and philosophical text-books Judge Ray has little 
sympathy. He says : " However worthy of commendation may be the 
effort of writers of law books to conform the law to their philosophical 
reasoning, the profession will accept the decisions of the courts only as- 
the final test, and so far as these harmonize the law is settled." He also- 
says that " the law of negligence as taught in the books is practically 
applied in the cases constantly presented in the courts, and abstract rules 
find illustration which, as they multiply, solidify into law itself. Whether 
the result be recognized or not, the law is gradually stamping certain acts 
or omissions of the carrier as negligence per se, and it is equally emphatic 
in declaring that the passenger must observe certain precautions to avoid 
the charge of negligence contributing to any injury he may receive." 

We must admit the substantial correctness of this statement, though 
in doing so we acknowledge that there is no law of negligence, in the 
sense of a body of legal principles. In fact, the so-called " law of negli- 
gence " in the United States is a confused mass of decisions, many of 
which are examples of some of the worst reasoning and injustice to liti- 
gants to be found in the books. Judge Ray has done a valuable service 
in taking these decisions and arranging their syllabi in a logical order. It 
is true that a reading of the work convinces us that a lawyer cannot advise 
his clients, except in extreme cases, whether they have a good cause of 
action for negligence or not. Judge Ray, however, has provided him 
with a book to which he can turn and easily and quickly see the way in 
which the courts have decided cases whose facts have some resemblance 
to the one presented to him. He will, therefore, be able to guess, with a 
greater degree of certainty that he guesses correctly, how to advise his 
client. 

Digest text-books have come to have a distinctive place in legal litera- 
ture. They always, when well done, have their use ; but, perhaps, in the 
law of negligence, they are more useful than anywhere else, because a 
scientific text-book, while interesting, could have no possible practical 
value, as the courts have seldom applied any scientific principles to- 
actions for damages the result of negligence. 

Judge Ray's book has been well printed. The index is thorough, 
and, while treating the subject completely, he has not thought it necessary, 
as have too many modern authors, to go beyond the subject stated on his 
title page, and increase the apparent bulk of his work by writing a treatise 
on law in general. 

W. D. L. 



